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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT — FUNDING 

708. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I refer to the 2009-10 state budget. 

(1) How much of the $30 million allocated in the 2009-10 budget for a state natural resource management 
program will be directed to community NRM groups? 

(2) If the answer to (1) is nil, will any support be given to community NRM groups? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) How much of the $30 million in the 2009-10 budget allocated for a state NRM program will be directed 
to state agencies and departments, and what is the breakdown for each agency and department? 

(5) Why are there no forward estimates for NRM programs in the 2009-10 budget? 

(6) Will the state government match the federal government’s funding commitments to NRM programs? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The minister has provided the following answer — 

(1) Currently, a total of $1.5 million has been allocated for 2009-10. As per the government’s response to 
the NRM review, $250 000 has been allocated to each regional NRM group to complement core 
funding from the commonwealth’s Caring for our Country program. 

(2)-(3) Not applicable. 

(4) Approvals for allocating those funds are still being finalised. 

(5) The government will be evaluating the outcomes for the $30 million NRM program allocation in 2009-
10 to assist with future budget deliberations. 

(6) Under new national partnership agreements, matching commitments are not required. In negotiations 
with the commonwealth to prepare a Caring for our Country cooperative agreement, every effort will 
we made to ensure that investment is focused on the state priorities and that the benefits to WA will be 
maximised. 

 


